
Cohen Architectural Woodworking Wins Small Business of the Year Award 
 
Rolla, Missouri – Cohen Architectural Woodworking was selected as the winner of the 
Rolla Chamber of Commerce 2017 Small Business of the Year award. 
 

 
 
Cohen Architectural Woodworking is a professionally managed, family-owned company 
that manufactures custom cabinets and millwork for healthcare, schools, hotels, 
transportation, and retail across the United States, including Alaska and Hawaii.  
 
“When we started out, I was big and the business was small, but now I’m small and the 
business is big” remarked Founder and CEO Phillip Cohen. He started working with 
wood in 1975 in a neighbor’s barn, building porch swings from walnut, cherry, and cedar. 
He met a master cabinetmaker who offered to mentor him, and in 1982 he purchased his 
first business license. Now 35 years later, they’ve grown to a team of 75 employees in a 
54,000 square foot plant. Their most recent 34,000 square foot expansion was completed 
at the end of 2016, resulting in an additional 35 permanent jobs. They have averaged a 
46% sales increase each year for the past 13 years and are four time award winners of the 
Architectural Woodwork Institute Award of Excellence, the highest award in the 
industry.  
 
Growing up in an abusive household in the violent neighborhoods of Chicago and heavily 
impacted by drug use/addiction and manic depression, Cohen had struggled for years to 
find peace and resolution with his past. “During those years,” he says “I made a promise 
to God that if he ever healed me, I would give the rest of my life to healing others.” A 
few years ago they became a faith based company and decided to make their number one 



priority developing a healthy company instead of focusing on financial goals. That year, 
their sales nearly doubled. “Our people are our pride and joy” Cohen says showing a 
photo of their team. “We hire those willing to work hard and overcome any obstacle, 
regardless of their background. Many of our best employees happen to be former felons, 
drug addicts, military or from abusive backgrounds.” Their mission is to make the world 
more beautiful with the finest craftsmanship possible, to build strong relationships with 
clients, employees, and vendors, and to continue their near perfect record for on-time 
delivery.  
 
They take pride in their local Rolla/St James community through providing jobs, working 
with local schools, and offering personal and career development for their employees. 
 
The Rolla Chamber of Commerce is a respected business organization in Rolla, Missouri, 
centrally located between St. Louis and Springfield. Rolla is home to the internationally 
renowned Missouri University of Science and Technology as well as the headquarters of 
the Mark Twain National Forest. 


